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An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. John R. Moses on Friday June 16, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Cancel claims 1-7. 

Claim 8 (twice amended) A sexless coupling member for connecting a fire hose 
to a fire hydrant or another pressurized source of water on a pumper truck, comprising: 
an internally threaded collar portion disposed about an axis and having an internally 
threaded section and an externally threaded section, the internally threaded section 
being adapted to receive an externally threaded neck of a fire hydrant outlet or a 
pumper truck outlet; 

a flapper valve support portion at the end of the internally threaded collar portion, 
the valve support portion having a radially extending annular surface facing the first end 
of the internally threaded collar portion and having an opening therethrough; 

a gasket seated against the radially extending annular surface and adapted to 
seal with the externally threaded neck of the fire hydrant outlet or pumper truck outlet; 

a flapper valve supported on a pintle extending across the opening through the 
radially extending annular surface; 
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the flapper valve support portion having an internal ring portion with an external 
thread unitary with the internally threaded collar portion and aligned with the opening 
through the radially extending annular surface, the internal ring portion having a first 
radial shoulder extending radially outward from the external thread, and the internal ring 
portion having a pair of opposed pintle holes therein for receiving the pintle which 
supports the flapper valve, the pintle holes intersecting the external thread and being 
closed by unthreaded plugs adjacent to the external thread to prevent water passing 
around the pintle from passing through the pintle holes to locations beyond the external 
thread; 

an external ring having a lower portion with an internal thread for threading with 
the external thread of the internal ring portion to hold the external ring in integral relation 
with the internal ring portion, the int e rna l external ring having a second radial shoulder 
extending radially outward from the internal thread, and the externally threaded co l la r 
ring portion having at least one blind bore extending for receiving a locking pin when 
aligned with the at'least one blind bore in the internal ring portion to prevent rotation of 
the external ring with respect to the internal ring portion after threading the external ring 
onto the internal ring portion , the at least one blind bore having a bottom with an insert 
of sealing material therein, which insert prevents pressurized water within the coupling 
from escaping therefrom through the external ring; the internal thread of the external 
ring overlying the unthreaded plugs in the pintle holes to positively retain the unthreaded 
plugs in place; 
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an annu l ar sea l adjac e nt to th e e xt e rna l thr e ad on the i nt e rna l co ll ar portion and 
tho i nterna l thread on th o ext e rna l co ll ar port i on, tho annular sea l extending radia ll y 
outw a rd l y of th e e xt e rna l and int e rna l thr e ads and b ei ng compr e ss e d b e tw ee n for 
s e a li ng b e tw ee n th e threads of th e int e rna l ring port i on and t he th re ads of th e e xt e rna l 
r i ng on l y at th e juncture of th e flats and thr e ads, and 

hooked lugs extending axially from the external ring and arcuate grooves 
disposed between the internal ring portion and external rings, the hooked lugs and 
arcuate grooves being adapted to cooperate with a complementary sexless coupling on 
a hose , whereby th e annu l ar s o a l that is compress e d b e tw ee n th e first and s e cond 
annular shou l ders, th e ins e rt of s e a li ng mater i a l i n th e b li nd bor e and th e unthr e aded 
p l ugs i n th e p i nt le ho le s e nable th e s e xl e ss coup li ng to withstand wat e r pr e ssur e as 
high as 4 00ps i without le aking . 

Add the following new claims: 1 

16 (New) The sexless coupling of claim 8 wherein an annular seal, adjacent to 
the external thread on the internal ring portion and the internal thread on the external 
ring portion, extends radially outwardly of the external and internal threads and being 
compressed between for sealing between the threads of the internal ring portion and the 
threads of the external ring only at the juncture of the threads. 

17 (New) The sexless coupling of claim 8 wherein a radially extending seal 
adjacent to the external thread on the internal ring portion, is engaged by the external 
ring adjacent to the internal thread thereon for sealing between the internal ring portion 
and external ring. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Rivell whose telephone number is (571) 272-4918. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thur. from 6:30am-5:00pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Keasel can be reached on (571) 272-4929. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1000. n 
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